American Scciety of Civil Engineers — Virginia Section

WILLIAM J. THOMPSON
MEMORIAL AWARD

The Outstanding Civil Engineering Graduate award at each of our state engineering colleges is given i the
name of William J. Thompson by authority of the irginia Section Board of Directors 1877.78.

William J. {Tommy) Thompson, 67, President Elect {First Vice President) of the Virginia Section, died July
18, 1977 unexpectedly while visiting near his boyhood home in Hinton, West Virginia.

Born in Princeton, West Virginia, Thompson received a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering in
1837 from West Virginia University,

Serving 26 vears as an officer in the Civil Engineering Corps, Thompson held a number of independent
commands in the planning, design, construction and maintenance of major shore facilities, with related
administrative and Management functions, for the U. S, Navy. These commands included the Area Public
Works Office, Chesapeake, Washington, D.C., 1961-1964, and Public Works Center, Naval Base,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 1958-1960. During World War H, Thompson was Executive Officer of the Sth
Naval Construction Brigade st Iwo Jima, He was Executive Officer of the 41st Naval Construction
Regiment during the occupation of Japan, :

Terminals.

During the Virginia Port Unification Plan in 1972, Thompson accepted an appointment as Director of
Maintenance and Engineering for Maritime Terminals, Inc., operators of the Norfolk International
Terminals (NIT) for the Virginia Port Authority,

Thompsen was considered one of the moving forces in the development of NIT as one of the most dynamic
general cargo terminals on the east coast. Thompson retired on June 30, 1977,



